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Public-Private Partnerships? The Social Connections Between
Business and Government in Comparative Context

This paper introduces the Transnational Business-Politics Connections Project, a multi-year endeavor.
The project collects data on the interrelationships between private business and government around
the world. We match businesses and politicians when the latter — e.g., members of parliament and
cabinet ministers —also retain corporate board membership, a large shareholding stake, or a
management position in a firm. We perform this matching process for essentially every private
business, in every country in the world, for the period 2010-2020. We test hypotheses related to the
value of having government connections, both in terms of firm profitability and the overall business-
friendliness of the policy regime. In addition, we explore corruption (real and perceived), market
concentration, and the growth of economic inequality in many countries. Our preliminary findings are
that business-government connections have increased substantially in many countries over the

past few decades, a period of time in which market competition has declined, economic inequality has
risen, and perceptions of corruption have intensified.

Sarah Bauerle Danzman is an Assistant Professor of International Studies at the Hamilton Lugar
School of Global and International Studies at Indiana University Bloomington. Her research examines
the politics of global investment and multinational production, the nexus of national security and
foreign investment policy, and how global business accrues and uses political power. More
information can be found at: http://www.sarahbauerledanzman.com.

William Kindred Winecoff is an Associate Professor of Political Science at Indiana University
Bloomington, where he researches and teaches the politics of the a global economy with a special
focus on international finance, regulation, and business power. More information can be found on his
website: http://www.wkwinecoff.info.
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all Ostrom workshop presentations will be virtual until further notice. Join
instantly using the link on our webpage. For questions, contact Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu)
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