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Decades of environmental policies in the Brazilian Amazon have resulted in a dramatic reduc-
tion in deforestation rates. However, the multiple occurrence of policies and commodity 
supply-chain initiatives makes it difficult to disentangle the influence of each respective inter-
vention. What is more, deforestation has not waned everywhere and even bounced back over 
the past years, raising doubts about the ability of policies to fully control deforestation and the 
extent to which local actors respond to them. Based on a case study of a consolidated Amazon 
frontier dominated by soybean production, I explore how the particular group of large-scale 
soybean farmers has been marginally affected by variations in economic and policy conditions 
over the course of their residence in the region. I highlight the importance of the socioeconomic 
characteristics of this group as well as their strong identity and values as potential explanatory 
factors to their land-clearing patterns and rise as Brazil’s leading soybean producers.
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