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Rangelands cover more of the earth’s land surface than any other type of land. In Africa, it is
estimated that rangelands cover about 40% of the land mass, and are home to approximately
30 million people who practice pastoralism or agro-pastoralism as their primary livelihood.
Despite the image of the “pure” pastoralist, who only depends on his or her livestock, most
pastoral households throughout Africa have diversified economies that include cultivation and
labor migration. Much of the recent literature on pastoral communities examines the processes
and consequences of this diversification, but with the exception of the privatization of rangelands in Kenya, there has been little written about how the combination of livelihood diversification and policy changes impact the transition of informal institutions to formal institutions in
the African rangelands. In this paper, I use a case study from northern Tanzania to examine this
process and address some of the environmental and social consequences of this transition.
ef
Professor J. Terrence McCabe has been working among pastoral people in East Africa for more than 30
years. His primary research emphasis has been on how people adapt to the arid and semi-arid rangelands of Kenya and Tanzania, and how they cope with changing social, economic, and political conditions. His book on Turkana pastoralism won the 2004 Julian Steward Award for the best book written in
ecological anthropology. In 2009, Professor McCabe won an Alexander von Humboldt Research Award
for lifetime achievement in research (website).

Presentations are open to the public and are live streamed (see our website for URL and papers). You are
welcome to bring your lunch. For questions, contact Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu; 812/855–3151).
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