OSTROM WORKSHOP RESEARCH SERIES
Leonid Polishchuk
Higher School of Economics, Moscow; Institute for Russian
and Eurasian Studies, Uppsala University; Ostrom Workshop
Visiting Scholar

“Co-Production, Civic Culture, and
Quality of Governance: Theory and
Evidence from Russia”
Wednesday, OCTOBER 31, 2018
12:00–1:00 pm • Ostrom Workshop, 513 N. Park
Elinor Ostrom argued that co-production of public services by government and society is economically meaningful only if the inputs of government and society complement each other. We
argue that such complementarity is also important politically, as it ensures that societal involvement in co-production strengthens government’s performance incentives and increases the
political cost of misappropriation of public resources. However, in many instances, grassroots
communities step in to fill void left by government in health care, safety and security, disaster relief, social safety nets, local infrastructure, etc., in which case societal inputs make up for
the insufficiency of government’s ones. Such substitution weakens government’s performance
incentives, and in a political equilibrium, co-production could leave the society worse-off. We
present a theory and evidence from Russia to explain and illustrate this pattern. We also discuss
the interplay of different stripes of social capital required, resp., for collective voice and collective exit into government-substituting co-production, and present evidence of regime’s manipulation by costs and benefits of political and apolitical collective action to suppress the former
and encourage the latter.
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Leonid Polishchuk is an economist with research interests in institutions, political economy, and cultural studies.
His work deals with causes and consequences of various institutional pathologies, and with interactions between
formal institutions and norms, views and attitudes in the society. Much of his research is motivated by the developments in Russia and other transition countries after the collapse of communism. He holds academic appointments at the Higher School of Economics in Moscow, Russia, and at the Institute for Russian and Eurasian Studies
at Uppsala University in Sweden.
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Presentations are open to the public (see our website for papers). You are welcome to bring your lunch.
For questions, contact Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu; 812/855–3151).
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