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A more comprehensive evaluation of impacts resulting from rural programming and initiatives 
is necessary to better inform the efficacy of rural development efforts and guide policy deci-
sions. This is because healthy, sustainable communities depend on cumulative net investment 
in a broad range of capital assets. This research contributes to the literature by providing a 
comprehensive measure of wealth and empirically estimating the relationship between the 
stocks of wealth and a food system intervention outcome (using the share of farmers accessing 
direct to consumer markets as a proxy). Finally, we estimate optimal levels of capital associated 
with this food system outcome, demonstrating empirically that policymakers need to know pre-
existing levels of the capitals before determining appropriate interventions. Through this anal-
ysis, we hope to contribute to the understanding of where differential investments are required 
in a capital for an intervention to be more likely to be successful in rural areas.
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Becca Jablonski is an assistant professor in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics at 
Colorado State University. As part of her position, she facilitates the Colorado Governor’s Food Systems 
Advisory Council and is a co-leader of CSU’s Food Systems Extension Team. Dr. Jablonski’s research and 
extension program focuses on (1) evaluating the farm and ranch profitability impacts of sales through 
non-commodity markets and (2) assessing the community economic impacts of food system policies, 
investments, and programs. Dr. Jablonski holds a PhD from Cornell University.

Monday, OCTOBER 29, 2018
12:00–1:00 pm • Ostrom Workshop, 513 N. Park

Presentations are open to the public and are live streamed (see our website for URL and papers). You are 
welcome to bring your lunch. For questions, contact Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu; 812/855–3151). 
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