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During the last decades, there has been a large increase of knowledge about the use of 
common- pool resources in early modern Europe. Despite having an economy based on exten-
sive reindeer husbandry, the use of CPRs has been almost absent in the discussion of early 
modern Sami communities. This paper endeavors to fi ll this void, presenting an empirical-based 
assessment of how changes in Sami economy came to alter the landscape use and implication 
for property rights and collective action. The paper will discuss these changes using the IAD 
framework. In early modern Lappmark in northern Sweden, two groups of Sami lived off  diff er-
ent resources and in diff erent areas, yet within the same administrative organization. We con-
clude that due to diff erences in their ecology, these groups developed along diff erent economic 
trajectories by changing their rules in use. The change was self-organized, and diff erences are 
visible when comparing attributes of these communities.
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