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Many leading environmental and security concerns now facing the international community may 
be traced to the frontiers, that is, the areas historically outside of national jurisdiction includ-
ing the deep seabed, outer space, Antarctica, the atmosphere, and some argue, cyberspace. 
From climate change and cyber attacks to the associated problems of space weaponization 
and orbital debris, solutions to all of these issues have at their root governance failures in these 
frontiers, sometimes called the “global commons.” Environmental and security threats too are 
proliferating as a result of these regulatory regimes being in flux. This book stands on the shoul-
ders of giants by comparing and contrasting the environmental and security issues facing these 
frontiers, analyzing how and why existing governance structures are often failing to mitigate 
global collective-action problems, and proposing a new way forward incorporating lessons from 
successful regimes as well as the interdisciplinary scholarship on polycentric governance.
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Scott Shackelford serves on the faculty of Indiana University where he is Cybersecurity Program Chair 
and Director of the Ostrom Workshop Program on Cybersecurity and Internet Governance along with 
being a Research Fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer Center for Science and International 
Affairs, a Senior Fellow at the Center for Applied Cybersecurity Research, an Affiliated Scholar at the 
Stanford Center for Internet and Society, and a Term Member at the Council on Foreign Relations.  
Professor Shackelford has written more than 100 books, articles, and essays for diverse outlets ranging 
from the University of Illinois Law Review and the American Business Law Journal to the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor, Huffington Post, and the San Francisco Chronicle (website).

Monday, October 23, 2017
12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Ostrom Workshop, 513 N. Park

Presentations are open to the public and are live streamed (see our website for URL and papers). You are 
welcome to bring your lunch. For questions, contact Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu; 812/855–3151). 
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