
OSTROM WORKSHOP  COLLOQUIUM SERIES

Margaret Levi
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences 
Stanford University

“Conflict, Institutions, and Public Law: 
Reflections on Twentieth-Century 
America as a Developing Country”

During the early 20th century, the United States struggled with intense labor conflict, unstable 
institutions, geographic fragmentation, and economic uncertainty and dislocation. Between 
roughly 1918 and the onset of World War II, institutional changes reduced conflict and chan-
neled disputes over labor regulation, federal control of industry, and social insurance into 
courts and agencies. Doctrinally, implementation encompassed separation of powers, federal-
ism, and administrative procedure. By reflecting on the larger context of societal conflict and 
institutional change playing out in the United States at the time, we can better understand the 
constitutional and statutory changes occurring during the country’s remarkable evolution into 
a geopolitical power, as well as its subsequent struggles to assuage conflict over civil rights and 
its continuing challenges in assuring the integrity and efficacy of its institutions.
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Margaret Levi is Sara Miller McCune Director of the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sci-
ences (CASBS), professor of political science, and senior fellow of the Woods Institute for the Environ-
ment, Stanford University. She is a fellow of the National Academy of Sciences, American Academy of 
Political and Social Sciences, and American Academy of Arts and Sciences. She was president of the 
American Political Science Association, 2004–2005. She is the author of numerous articles and books, 
including Of Rule and Revenue (1988) and the coauthored In the Interest of Others (2013) (website).

On October 11, Professor Levi will give the fourth annual Ostrom Memorial Lecture on “Creating a Com-
mons in a Whitewater World” at the Global and International Studies Building Auditorium (GA 0001), 
5:30–6:30 PM (reception immediately following).

Monday, October 9, 2017
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. • Ostrom Workshop, 513 N. Park

Presentations are open to the public and are live streamed (see our website for URL and papers). You are 
welcome to bring your lunch. For questions, contact Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu; 812/855–3151). 
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