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In his article “Virginia, Rochester, and Bloomington” (Public Choice, 1988), William C. Mitchell wrote:
Aside from the family analogy, it seems that three schools of thought have appeared in public choice and that
they are sufficiently different to warrant distinctive labels. Mine are taken from their geographical locations:
Virginia (Charlottesville; Blacksburg; Fairfax), Rochester, and Bloomington. At each of these institutions one or
two dominant figures led and continue to lead in the effort to construct theories of collective choice: Riker at
Rochester, Buchanan and Tullock at various Virginia universities, and the Ostroms at Indiana.

Several decades after Mitchell’s article was published, Bloomington has not only consolidated its position
as one of the most dynamic and productive centers of political theory and scholarly innovation in social sciences in general—the home of a remarkable, unique, and extremely successful combination of interdisciplinary theoretical approaches and hard-nosed empiricism—but also has established itself as a model of a very
efficient academic organization, the heart of an international network of scholars, and the basis of a truly
innovative research program. The discussion will use as a starting point my recent book, Institutional Diversity and Political Economy: The Ostroms and Beyond (Oxford University Press, 2014), which explores some of
the most challenging ideas emerging out of the research program on institutional diversity associated with
the Ostroms and their associates, while outlining a set of new research directions and an original interpretation of the significance and future of this program.

Paul Dragos Aligica is a graduate of IU Bloomington’s Political Science Department and a Senior Research
Fellow at the F. A. Hayek Program for Advanced Study in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics, Mercatus
Center, George Mason University, where he teaches in the graduate program of the Economics Department. He is the author and coauthor of five books and of numerous articles on political economy, governance, and institutional theory and their applications (website).

Presentations are open to the public. You are welcome to bring your lunch. For questions, contact
Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu; 812/855–3151).
ostromworkshop.indiana.edu

