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Climate change and changing water availability are impacting food security, particularly in parts 
of Africa that rely on rainfall for agricultural production. Despite decades of research and inter-
ventions, crop yields for smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Africa are dramatically lower than 
yields in more developed countries. Attempts to address variable yields of staple crops in Africa 
through policies and investments in advanced seed cultivars have had mixed results. One of the 
possible reasons why these programs have not resulted in more signifi cant yield improvements 
is the challenge faced by farmers to select cultivars that are suited to their local agro-ecological 
conditions. The question of what seeds farmers choose to plant is a deceptively complex topic 
as it is often aff ected by local availability, agricultural extension activities, and information on 
seed performance through social networks reconciled with personal experiences of individual 
farmers. At the foundation of this decision is how farmers perceive attributes of diff erent seed 
varieties in the context of their perceptions of drought and rainfall variability.



Kurt Waldman is a postdoctoral research associate at the Ostrom Workshop at Indiana University. Kurt’s 
research focuses on perceptions, environmental decision-making, risk and uncertainty in agricultural 
contexts, and all of his current research is in Africa. He has published research in a variety of interdisci-
plinary food and agriculture journals. Kurt earned an MS in Applied Economics from Cornell University 
and a PhD in Food and Agricultural Policy from Michigan State University (website).
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