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Existing research suggests that communities can successfully govern common-pool resources,
ensuring long-term viability of the resource. However, little research has been done to evaluate
the potential of positive spillovers of these forms of local cooperation. To what extent does participation in common-pool resource management regimes (CPRs) yield spillover effects into
other spheres of behavior, influencing individual behavior beyond the realm of natural resource
management? This question is of particular importance, given that international aid agencies
have begun implementing CPRs in an attempt to build peace, though there is limited academic
work to support this assumed effect. In this paper, I explore the theoretical potential of spillover effects of common property rights regimes at the community level. Specifically, I develop
a theory specifying how participation in common property regimes affects the likelihood that
members of those communities join a rebel movement, support rebels, or take up arms to
defend the community and common-pool resource they manage. I also propose a context and
methodological framework in which to test these hypotheses.

Jessica Steinberg is assistant professor of International Studies at the School of Global & International
Studies and adjunct professor of political science at IU. She is also a faculty affiliate of the Ostrom Workshop, the Center for the Study of Global Change, and the Center on American and Global Security. Steinberg’s areas of interest include the political economy of development, governance, natural resources,
and violent conflict. Her current book project explores the local politics of natural resource extraction in
Africa, and the strategic interactions between extractive firms, local communities, and governments in
and around extractive regions. She received a PhD in political science from the University of Michigan in
2014, and a BA in political science from Stanford University in 2006 (website).

Presentations are open to the public and are live streamed (see our website for URL and papers). You are
welcome to bring your lunch. For questions, contact Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu; 812/855–3151).
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