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“Behavioral Public Choice Theory, 
U.S. National Security Interests, and 
Transnational Security Decision Making”

The emerging fi eld of behavioral public choice theory examines the decisions and 
 decision-making processes of public offi  cials. This article is among the fi rst to develop the 
fi eld by considering a U.S. national and transnational security issue. The focus here is on key 
decisions of the George W. Bush administration to change U.S. policy regarding torture of ter-
rorism suspects. The article recommends paths for multidisciplinary scholarship spanning 
academic and government communities that can generate norms of rational national security 
decision making.



David G. Delaney has taught at Brandeis University and Indiana University’s Maurer School of Law and 
School of Public & Environmental Aff airs. An army veteran, David later served as an executive attorney 
at the US Department of Homeland Security. He holds a JD from Boston College Law School, a MALD 
from the Fletcher School at Tufts University, and a BS from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. His 
scholarship addresses national security, cybersecurity, decision making, and leadership (website).

Monday, September 12, 2016
12:00 – 1:00 p.m.
Ostrom Workshop, 513 N. Park

Presentations are open to the public and are live streamed (see our website for URL and papers). You are 
welcome to bring your lunch. For questions, contact Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu; 812/855–3151). 
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